Metis Soldiers in the Boer War (1899-1902)

On October 12, 1899, the South African, or Boer War, began. This conflict was the
culmination of several years of bitter strife and controversy, as Great Britain colonized
and expanded their holdings in the Cape Colony and into the neighbouring Boer States of
the Transvaal and the Orange Free State. This expansion was strongly resented and
resisted by the Boer settlers.

Great Britain enlisted support from Canada, New Zealand and Australia for their war
effort. While many English-Canadians supported Britain’s cause in South Africa, most
French-Canadians and many recent immigrants from countries other than Britain did not.
Out of concern with maintaining national stability and political popularity, Prime
Minister Sir Wilfrid Laurier did not want to commit his government. As a compromise,
Laurier agreed to send a battalion of volunteers to South Africa.
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Most of the Metis who participated were members of the various regiments of the
Canadian Mounted Rifles. Two hundred and forty-two Canadian soldiers were killed.
One of these was a Metis soldier from Manitoba, Charles Edgar Hallett (1879-1901).
Charles was born at St. Charles (Red River) the son of John Henry Hallett and Martha
Ann Stodgell. He enlisted at Winnipeg and was a Trooper, South African Constabulary,
“F” Squad. He died in South Africa of wounds on May 31, 1901 at Reitfontein. Charles
was the grandson of William Peter Hallett, one of the Metis leaders who opposed Louis
Riel in 1869-70 and was imprisoned at Fort Garry. William Hallett was for many years a



leader of the Red River Buffalo Hunt and later led the “49™ Rangers” a group of 30 Metis
armed and mounted scouts employed by the Boundary Commission (1872-1875).
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Another Metis soldier who served in the Boer War was Trooper Richard George Hardisty
(1871-1943) In 1901, Trooper Hardisty served in the Boer War, and afterwards he
became district commissioner in Northwest Rhodesia with the British South Africa
Company. In 1914 Major Hardisty went overseas with the 49th Battalion C.E.F. from
Edmonton, and returned to Canada in 1917. Richard was born on May 10, 1871 in
Victoria Settlement (Pakan), Alberta, the son of Chief Factor Richard Charles Hardisty
and Elizabeth Victoria McDougall. He died on July 23, 1943 in Vancouver, British
Columbia. He married Margaret Taylor on September 1892 in Edmonton.

Ambroise Boyer (b. 1880) was born at Duck Lake, Saskatchewan, the son of Juliennne
Bousquet and William Boyer. Ambroise was just five years old when his father fought in
the 1885 Resistance. Sixteen years later, while living at Medicine Hat and working as a
rancher, Ambroise enlisted in the Canadian Mounted Rifles and served in support of the
British in the Boer War in South Africa. His papers are shown in the appendix below.

Andrew Robert Flett was born on the Deh Cho (McKenzie River) in 1864. He was 32
years of age and a former special constable with the Northwest Mounted Police when he
signed up. He had served in the Prince Albert Home Guard during the 1885 Metis
Resistance. He died at Denare Beach near Flin Flon and was buried at Beaver Lake,
Saskatchewan in 1940. When he returned from South Africa he had worked for Revillon
Freres and the Hudson’s Bay Company in the far north fur trade.
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The 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles on the veldt in
the Transvaal, March 1902.
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The above named died in the General Hospital Flin Flon
on August 13th. He was born on MoKenzie River North of Arotio
Cirole in 1864. Mother Indian, Father Scotch. Father went
through to Yukon in 1849 by land. Andrew served on hame de-
fence at Prince Albert during Rebellion of 1885,

Was in Yukon in 1897 as prospector and served as gulde
and ocarried mail in 4ke and out of Yukon under Colonel Stesl
with R.C.M.Ps While orossing Chilocoot Pass saved Soapy Smith
from some of his own gang. Soapy reciprocated by pinning his
own gang badge on Andrew during riot in Skagway enabling
Andrew, a Canadian Bpecial Police, to escape.

Served with 0.M,R.s in South Africa, enlising in Prince
Albert. On return was in employ of Hudson's Bay Company and
Revillion Preres in the far north, mainly eamong the Eskimos.
Oould speak, Oree, Chipawyan and Esicimo., Was a great student
of Indian tales and oustoms and gathered a vast fund of know-
ledge about them, He left Du Brochet in 192% and finally settled
at Beaver Lake.

He was a sincere student of the Bible and never missed a
Sunday without observing it with his beloved Good Book which was
given him by his father in 1874. He was intensely patriotio and
followed studied every move of the war and in every way he
uouuin either by effort or examply was giving all the help he
oould.

On Beaver Lake his kindly naturs made him beloved by ald,
tioul e ohildren f wh h ard or hours
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Deoceased was buried at Beaver Lake, Sask, about 14 miles
from Flin Flon on August 15th, Rev, H., Peroy of Flin Flon offi-
olating with members of the riin Tlon Branoch of the Canadian
Legion being in attendance in addition may old friends from other
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points and practically the entire population of Beaver Lake
Denare Beach.
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Compiled by Lawrence Barkwell
Coordinator of Metis Heritage and History Research

Louis Riel Institute



